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.: This week's poll :.
Fifteen years ago wolves were released into Yellowstone Park. They have since established range outside the park and been embroiled in
controversy. Do you think their presence is appropriate?
Yes, wolves are a native predator that help maintain a natural balance in the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem.
No way, wolves have depleted elk herds, killed sheep and cattle and caused conflict. They create more problems than they solve.
Vote

View Results

.:

Gallatin $ational Forest Avalanche Report :.
GNFAC Avalanche Advisory for Sun Mar 21, 2010
Good Morning. This is Eric Knoff with the Gallatin National Forest Avalanche Advisory issued on Sunday, March 21, at 7:30 a.m. Bountiful
Table, in cooperation with the Friends of the Avalanche Center, sponsors today's advisory. This advisory does not apply to operating ski areas.
Mountain Weather: A ridge of high pressure has stalled over southwest M […]

.:

Latest news from Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks :.
Wild Bison’s Future In Montana
What is the future for wild bison in Montana? […]
Three Bear Aware Meetings Planned For Front
State wildlife officials are planning three community meetings in April to remind north central Montana residents to be bear aware. The meetings
will begin at 7 p.m. and take place April 12, Simms high school; April 13, Marias River Electric Coop in Shelby; and April 14, Wolf Creek
School. […]
Several Big Game Winter Range WMAs Closed Until May 15
Many Montana wildlife management areas that provide important winter range sanctuary for elk are closed until May 15. […]
Montana's Spring Turkey Hunting Season Coming Soon
Montana’s spring turkey gobbler season opens April 10thand ends May 16, 2010. […]
2010 Spring Black Bear Hunting Regulation Changes Cause Confusion
A change in Montana’s 2010 black bear hunting regulations is causing confusion among some hunters who are required to validate their license
for spring black bear hunting in northwestern Montana. […]
Glasgow Hunter and Bowhunter Classes Scheduled
The spring round of 2010 Hunter Education and Bowhunter Education classes are scheduled in Glasgow. […]
Fwp Looking For Information On Dead Wolf
On Sunday, March 14, FWP received information about a dead wolf in the North Fork up the Trail Creek Drainage. On Monday March 15, the
carcass was located by FWP. The case is under investigation and the carcass will be sent to the FWP Wildlife Lab in Bozeman. Thanks to the
local citizen that reported the carcass. Anyone with information can call 1-800 TIPMON […]
Online Hunter Education Available For Adults
FWP now offers the hunter education course on the Internet to anyone 18 years and older (cost is $15) as a convenience for adults. State law
says everyone born after Jan. 1, 1985 must take hunter education before they can purchase a hunting license in Montana. […]
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Picture 1 of 1
Phil Knight of Bozeman stands on the summit of Table Mountain with Grand Teton in the background during a climb in 2006. Knight and fellow Bozeman
climber Patty Walton will climb Wyoming's Gannett Peak in July to benefit Big City Mountaineers. Photo courtesy Phil Knight.

By BEN
PIERCE
Chronicle
Outdoors
Bozeman-area climber Phil Knight is on a mission. It’s a mission he never imagined for himself, but one that has taken him to some of the most remote and
rugged regions of the Rocky Mountain West.
“I am trying to climb the highest peaks in all the ranges in the greater Yellowstone region,” Knight said on Monday. “I have identified 24 peaks to climb.”
In mid-July, Knight, along with climber Patty Walton of Bozeman, will attempt to summit Gannett Peak in Wyoming’s Wind River Range. At 13,809 feet,
Gannett Peak is the highest mountain in the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem. The mountain is flanked by 896-acre Gannett Glacier on its northern slope and
Minor Glacier in a west-facing cirque. The climb requires a 20-mile approach and a full day to reach the summit and descend.
It’s a peak Knight, 50, regards with the utmost respect.
“Of all the peaks,” Knight said, “this one is the most difficult.”
But even the challenges presented in summiting Gannett Peak pale in comparison to another challenge Knight and Walton have taken on. The climbers are
aiming to ascend the barren slopes of Wyoming’s highest mountain to benefit at-risk youth through Summit for Someone’s Big City Mountaineers program.
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Summit for Someone is a Denver-based non-profit that offers inner-city urban teens the chance to “experience the wonder of
nature for themselves.” The organization sponsors teens on trips to the Sierra Nevada Mountains in California, the Colorado Rockies, the North Cascades in
Washington and the Boundary Waters of Minnesota. Funding comes from climbers like Knight and Walton.
“What we are working on with teens is this idea of self-efficacy,” Big City Mountaineers director Hillary Harding said on Wednesday. “We are taking teens
outside what they know and offering a one-on-one mentoring opportunity. The wilderness is a fantastic metaphor – getting up the mountain and working
together – we can talk about how that transfers to life after a Big City Mountaineers trip.
“It opens their eyes to what these teens are capable of,” Harding said. “We are hoping to unlock the potential and give them support to succeed.”
The Big City Mountaineers program partners small groups of at-risk urban teens with adult mentors. The groups take week-long expeditions into the
backcountry. In 2009, Summit for Someone provided funding for nearly 2,700 program days to inner-city teens that may not have had the chance to
experience the wilderness on their own.
Big City Mountaineers has four “hubs” across the country where teens are recruited for the program. The Midwest hub serves Chicago and Minneapolis. A
Denver-area hub serves Colorado. The Bay Area hub serves San Francisco and the Northwest hub serves Portland and Seattle.
Harding said teens from these urban areas experience the outdoors as a classroom that fosters growth in key areas such as commitment to learning, positive
values and positive identity.
It’s a cause that resonates with Knight who grew up a short drive from Hartford, Conn.
“To me, giving back is important because I started out learning about the outdoors on wilderness trips,” Knight said. “I did a week-long wilderness canoe trip
in Maine with the Boy Scouts. It was just an incredible experience. We got into some deep wilderness and we climbed Mount Katahdin.
“I said to myself, this is where I want to be and I kind of structured my life around those opportunities.”
Knight, who works in the winter as a guide for Crazy Mountain Ranch and in the summer for Yellowstone Association Institute, believes outdoor
opportunities are important for teens.
“It has been fairly well identified that kids disconnected from nature have a harder time in life,” Knight said. “I see it here with kids that don’t get out and you
can imagine in a big city. Plenty of kids don’t have the opportunity in any way, shape or form and that is troubling.”
The Summit for Someone program, which is supported by Backpacker Magazine, offers climbs 16 to peaks from Denali National Park in Alaska to Orizaba
and Iztaccihuatl mountains in Mexico.
Harding said the number of peaks offered through the program has grown slowly since Summit for Someone opened to the public in 2005.
“We look for mountains, some that are really well known, but others in the West, Alaska and Mexico that are a great adventures,” Harding said. “These
climbers are testing their limits and going out on their own and that parallels what our teens are doing.”
Climbers who choose to participate in the Summit for Someone program agree to raise funds that pay for the cost of the trip and act as a donation for Big City
Mountaineers. Each climb is outfitted by professional guides that help to ensure safety and success in the mountains.
The Gannett Peak climb is guided by Jackson Hole Mountain Guides and requires each climber to raise $4,500. Walton has already reached her goal through
a generous donation by her employer. Knight has raised roughly $1,000.
“This is a new challenge for me,” Knight said. “I figured I would go for the double challenge – the fundraising and the climb. I think the fundraising is a bigger
challenge than the climb because it takes a lot longer.”
Knight said he feels lucky that we have open spaces left in this country were people can get away from the hustle and bustle of daily life to experience the
outdoors in a wilderness setting.
And, he said, it’s important that more people are exposed to those places and experiences.
“If (today’s youth) don’t experience wilderness they will have no basis to protect it,” Knight said. “Getting (teens) out there and exposing them to wilderness
– maybe it will open some doors, or at least give them the memory of a lifetime.”
To donate to Big City Mountaineers and help Phil Knight reach the summit of Gannett Peak, visit www.summitforsomeone.org.
For check/money order donations, make payable to Big City Mountaineers. In the memo line of the check, write “SFS-Phil Knight” and mail to Big City
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Mountaineers, Attn: Summit for Someone, 1667 Vine Street, Denver, CO 80206

Map of Gannett Peak in Wyoming’s Wind River Range

Imagery ©2010 DigitalGlobe, USDA Farm Service Agency, GeoEye, Map data ©2010 Google Map powered by MapPress
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This entry was posted by Ben Pierce on Thursday, March 18th, 2010 at 12:01 am and is filed under Bozeman, Climbing, Hiking, Yellowstone National Park.
You can follow any responses to this entry through the RSS 2.0 feed. You can leave a response, or trackback from your own site.

About The Author

Ben Pierce

Ben Pierce lives, works and plays in Bozeman, Montana. He blogs about the outdoors for Chronicle Outdoors. Catch him on the river, in the mountains or at
bpierce@dailychronicle.com.
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Reactions

summit4someone 3 days ago

From Twitter via BackType
RT @BGPierce: Bozeman mountaineers aim to tackle challenges bigger than the peaks they climb: http://bit.ly/SummitForSomeone

bigcitymtneers 3 days ago

From Twitter via BackType
Cool! RT @BGPierce: Bozeman mountaineers aim to tackle challenges bigger than the peaks they climb: http://bit.ly/SummitForSomeone

Blueskeyes207 3 days ago
From Twitter via UberVU
RT @bigcitymtneers: Cool! RT @BGPierce: Bozeman mountaineers aim to tackle challenges bigger than the peaks they climb: http://bit.ly/SummitForSomeone
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Yellowstone's Spring Bicycle Season Begins Saturday
Starting Saturday morning, March 20, hardy bicyclists will be allowed to ride between West Yellowstone, Madison, Norris, and Mammoth Hot
Springs. […]
Winter Count Shows Northern Elk Herd Numbers Remain Stable
The annual winter aerial survey of the Northern Yellowstone elk herd indicates the population has remained fairly stable since 2006. […]
Late Winter Estimate Shows 3,000 Bison
Yellowstone National Park recently completed a late winter bison population abundance estimate. The population is estimated at 3,000 bison.
[…]
Spring Plowing Underway
As roads close to snowmobile and snowcoach travel for the season, plow crews have started work clearing Yellowstone’s roads for automobile
travel. […]
Scoping for New Winter Use Plan Ends March 30
Informational meetings and a public comment period for a new Yellowstone Winter Use Plan and Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) began
January 29, and continues through March 30. Individuals, groups, and agencies have until the end of the month to submit written comments on
the purpose, need and objectives, as well as the issues and alternatives they would […]
Winter Season Drawing to a Close
Yellowstone’s winter oversnow travel season is winding down. Limited, managed, snowmobile and snowcoach travel on the park's interior roads
is scheduled to end by Monday evening, March 15. […]
Yellowstone's Bears Are Waking Up
Bears have started to emerge from their dens in Yellowstone National Park. Grizzly bear tracks were spotted in the Blacktail Deer Plateau area
east of Mammoth Hot Springs on Friday, February 19. […]
Yellowstone Recruits for 2010 YCC Program
Yellowstone National Park is recruiting for the 2010 Youth Conservation Corps (YCC) program, a residential work program for young men and
women between the ages of 15 and 18. The program is designed to develop an appreciation for the nation's natural resources and heritage
through unique educational, recreational, and work experiences. […]
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