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5 chmbars, the powear ond
moananca of mture & al
oo abviouws — the
OUTCIOOs B where we pidy, push
ursives and redax, and it's
ittks more thon o shoet cor nide
away. However experiensng
naturs s Not 50 dmple for many
Kds in e inngr city who don't
hove 55 10 the resouress, of
the cutdoor community, hat
marny cimbars hove

Entar Big City Mountaineers
(BCM; bigcitymountaireerns.org)
iha Danvar-basad non-prodt
orgonzation thot for recrly fwo
cecaoss Nas been dedcoted to
‘anhancng the th:s of unde-
resourCad urban feans through
frongfarmative outdoor
expenences.” BCM provcies
puied, eght-doy ong irips Info
wikdemess area foe feans who
ptharwisa mighs not howve the
chapce 10 oat into nafre
Woddng w‘h asabishad Inner
city youth groups — whethes
fath-based, fomly-bosed. or
community-bosad — 8CM
Organizes five-youlh
bockpackng and canoeng frips
N which eoch teen & paired with
ane ockdt supersscr

"Ldng the cutdocs s Q
trarsformational eemant in
pecpia’s hves B not g uniqua
SOfcenl, " says BOCM executive

-'{9..96:“? Mok Gedey, who's
. D voved wilh Ihe &g snce

1921 “hhet's | inkque cbhout BCM
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i5 1) that we're dedicoted
exchmvely to worang with poor
kids. And 2} we've beaan ol 1o
figue cd!l o financid madel 1o
supPon cur programming.” Thot
model B e tur»drusjr»g hall of
BCM, which corgss of severol
S0 progrorma such os Surmmit for
Someane, inwhich you rase
functs foe BCM whide foking ©
Guided cimbing p tosame of
AMenco’s swestas summits: of
e Mommut-sponscrad Pitches
for Pros 0 which you buy raffle
tickets far a chonce 1o win o day
of cimtang with a pra climbar
Once a youth seam is
gesambled, Ihay embark for ther
R Qs o saf-sutticiant unit
camying ol theyll nead foe the
waak wen tham, As thay hikae or
canoa, eyl lsam thea concepts
behnd the BCM acronym TF AM
{Irust, Encura, Achisva, Meaning).
Ul though the culdooes B ntegral
to ths expsrance, Godsy & clear
aboul The Mus purposs of e
program: At the end of tha day,
wea'ra not Inding 1o create cutdoor
ererusiasts,” he soys “The odut
intsractian with e youth £ tha
st impariary? thing: we want
1ha kicks 10 toks these new
reiotionships with adulls back to
thar mnse-city envircnment.”™
During Mair trip, the youth
lecrn to buld new relationships
ond tust with thei BCM mentoes
Farmdiar comnfort zones ae left
bahind, and the feans hove 1o

g under-resourced kids back fo nature

By Mike Adamson ond Juslin Rof

From oty to summit. Sig City Mouniaineers

endue tha pfwscd and
emotiona Rordships of Thair naw
10 combot these
obstocles, meniors murfure g

shievament ong

enviorment

Onse of O
uu.ulpi:h-rmnl n ther lesrs
One of the ways they do the s 10
frear e Irip cs a mataphor for
the strugiss and clrcumstonces
of doily Ifa. This wary 1ha feearns
«an fake lessons ond meoning
with them o3 hey retum 1o the
pattecrs of normal ife

A laay to tha BOM's progroms |
Making swe the fincncial burden
15 Not on tha kids, as it 5 with
Amilar programs Not intended for
under resourced iInner city youth
e buk of the costs ae caverad
by hncroisng and donalions,
Fortunataly, soys Godkey. “many

ot us Qat invalved in [""‘

oy Jl_l_h UJ“ ank nr_-__ch_) Wroke
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in our lves, " And the cutdoor
community hos Dean vary
wpparteee of the BCM cause.
WL Gore ond Associotas, for
axcmpka. have put togethera
program caled "Glve a Wam
Fuzzy. et g Warmn Fuzzy”
(www.greeawanmiuzzy.com). This
program olows pecpie in the
cutdoar comimunity 10 log on
ond shame ther sxpensncas with

ares. photos. and videos. Ako
pecpie wil be givan e
cpporunity 1o Make donotions 1o
BCM, as wall ¢ other Gore
pONSCcrad orgonations,

Big Cly Montainéeers provides
o unijue ond noredtia

expenance for thaoda luciy
enouagh to parficipota, but thay
naad 1he suppart of the
cammunily 10 succesd. Go o
bigcitymountainees. orng ond

chacy it o

Join BCM in helping under resourced kids expedence the

ransformaoby
*Enter e P
c oo for day of climbing wi

Toke that peak yo

po-.w‘r ofa ‘np nto the wildemeass — he

8's how
(pitche

h one of severcl pro chmbarns,
« Chmio s port of Summit for Someo

oNe (SUMMEToROMeone.ong ) —

‘vo always dreamt aboul, get a ton of gear.

ana ralse funds for BOM while you're at it
« Volunteer as part of BCM (Digctymountaneens.ong)

dkecty nvolved with

) the cowse
* Help BCM eam donalions fom
Go onlin

Got

. L Gore & Associales
and fell someone you now

am and help eam uppart from WL Gore &

ws for the progrom




