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Our Mission 
The mission of Big City Mountaineers, a 501 (c)(3) non-profit, is to provide urban teenage youth in 
need of positive adult mentoring with challenging and safe wilderness experiences led by qualified 
adult volunteer guides.  
 
Program Goals 
By providing outdoor team mentoring experiences in partnership with existing youth development 
organizations, BCM programs positively impact the development of personal, social and 
community values in the teens we serve. 
 

Program Outcomes 
Using the Search Institute’s 40 Developmental Assets model, BCM’s program has been shown to 
improve our teens’ beliefs with regard to positive values, social competencies, positive identity, and 
community support. 

 

Inside this issue  
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From Jon Dorn, Board President and Mark Godley, Executive Director 
Sometimes we are reminded of the importance of our work in unexpected ways.  This summer, in the 
chaos of our biggest program season ever, an unsolicited email arrived that buoyed us for weeks:  
 
In 1993 I had been in and out of the YMCA youth shelter in Sarasota, FL on 
several different occasions, when a call came that I had been picked as a kid to 
participate in a backpacking adventure…That BCM trip was certainly a life-
changing experience as later on that summer I moved to a placement in Texas 
to live until I graduated high school...I now have a Masters in Education, 
Community Counseling and I work for the organization that helped to raise 
me…I wrote to simply let you know that the work you folks do is amazing and 
an inspiration.  I may have forgotten the names of the people from my BCM 
trip, but I will never forget what they did for me.  I certainly remember their 
faces and their support once I moved to the new placement.  I still, at 27, talk 
about the hike I had that summer.  
Arriving less than a week later, during a program week that challenged us with 
dizzying twists and turns, we received more unexpected encouragement via 
email: 
 
I am a 30-year old male who lives in Miami Florida.  I am pleased to tell you 
that I was one of the youth that traveled to Montana back in 1989 on the first 
BCM trip ever.  I was a trouble kid that didn’t care about anyone and didn’t 
respect the law… I grew up in a ghetto that had no rules...and that Montana 
trip changed my life.  I now work for the Department of Juvenile Justice as a 
Correctional Officer, and to this day, I tell everyone my story.    
In the remainder of this Year in Review, you will read BCM’s story of 2006.   
Thanks to your generosity and support, it is a wonderful one.  And  
as the comments above illustrate, the story has barely just begun.   
 
      With thanks, 
      Jon & Mark 
 
From Tony Barreiro, Director of Operations and Erin McVoy, Program Director 
2006 was a landmark year for BCM growth. As you will learn, BCM impacted more teens than ever 
while simultaneously increasing the quality and scope of the programming we provide. 
 
Our program evaluation results continue to show that BCM is 
making significantly positive impacts on the lives of teen 
participants and, on the heels of the summertime launch of our 
year-round pilot program in the Bay Area, we are in the 
process of evaluating whether a year-round program model 
will help sustain longer-lasting positive effects for our teens. 
Other program highlights are described in more detail on the 
following pages, but to give you a brief sense of what worked 
well in 2006: BCM increased overall program days, expanded 
our Boundary Waters Canoe Area paddling program, 
incorporated alumni teens into program delivery roles and 
developed more efficient training and recruitment tools for 
adult Team Members.  
Staff highlights, although there is hardly enough space here to sing the praises of all six new staffers, 
include the addition of Tony Barreiro who joined us in May as Director of Operations. Tony comes to 
BCM with 16 years worth of prior experience in education, non-profits and outdoor recreation, which we 
are confident will help the BCM program continue to flourish for years to come. 
 
2006 was also a milestone year for the growth of BCM volunteers and Team Leaders.  BCM has 
continued to see the ongoing development and maturity of our adult teams, and the feedback we received 
from youth agencies this year provided strong confirmation of what we’ve known for years—BCM adult 
volunteers and Team Leaders are doing outstanding work in the field for our teens.  As BCM continues 
to extend its reach to teens around the country, the importance of returning volunteers and Team 
Leaders, as well as the recruitment of talented and committed “first-timers” will continue to grow. We 
are just now beginning to tap into all the sources of volunteer talent and urge you to reach out on behalf 
of BCM to anyone in your life or community you think may posses the skills and desire to make a 
difference in a young person’s life.  
Finally, as you read over the next pages, please join us in recognizing the hundreds of people and 
thousands of hours that went into making 2006 a truly remarkable year. 
 
      -Erin and Tony 

 
CONTACT INFORMATION                                               
Colorado Address:     
820 Spyderco Way    
Golden, CO  80403   
 
California Address: 
21772 Tanglewood Dr. 
Castro Valley, CA 94546 
 
Phone: 303-271-9200 
Fax: 303-271-9201 
E-Mail: info@bigcitymountaineers.org 
Website: www.bigcitymountaineers.org 
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Dave Bartholomew — Founder — Ascent 
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Mark Carlstrom — President — Northern 
Mountain Supply 
 
Eric Christopher — CPA — BKD, LLC 
 
Susan Decker — Regional Director — St. 
Jude Children’s Research Hospital  
 
Michael Hodgson — Co-Publisher — 
SNEWS 
 
Elise Kern — Former Executive Director 
— Big City Mountaineers 
 
Adam Margolin — Managing Partner — 
Structured Finance Solutions, LLC 
 
Dawn Martinez — US Accounting 
Manager — Quark, Inc 
 
Lisa Mattis — Director of Scholarship 
Programs — Outward Bound USA 
 
Christopher Schwalbach — Alliance 
Manager — Sun Microsystems 
 
Paul Shelowitz — Attorney — Akerman 
Senterfitt 
 
Mac Tillman — Director of Product 
Marketing — Camelbak 
 
Enrique Washington — Partner — 
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Natalie S. Whiteman — Attorney — 
Alston & Bird, LLP 
 
Peter Whittaker — Owner — Rainier 
Mountaineering, Inc.  
 

Jon Dorn 

Mark Godley 

Erin McVoy and Tony Barreiro 
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Ethnicity of teens # % 
Hispanic/Latino(a) 69 39 

African-American 66 38 

Caucasian 25 14 

Asian/Pacific Islander 8 5 

Other/Mixed 7 4 

2006  Season Stats 

Gender of teens # % 

Female  85 49 

Male  90 51 
Total 175   

Adult Team Members 165 Total trips 37 

BCM, a 501(c)(3) non-profit, is devoted to providing significant mentoring during wilderness trips for urban teens 
participating in existing youth development programs. The BCM program is an eight-day experience, the focus of which 
is a five-day backpacking or canoeing trip with an equal number of adult and teen participants of the same gender. While 
immersed in a pristine wilderness in the company of caring adults, the teens progress along an emotional journey using 
the framework of our T.E.A.M. curriculum. 
  
The primary attributes which make the BCM program unique are: a focus on partnering 
exclusively with youth organizations serving teens from economically or socially 
depressed backgrounds; a single gender format; our commitment to an equal ratio of 
teens to adults; and our heavy reliance on volunteers to deliver our program in wilderness 
areas.  
 
We choose to partner with existing youth development agencies rather than sourcing the 
teens directly because we believe combined support and resources better address the 
ongoing needs of under-resourced youth. Some organizations we partner with are residential facilities where the teens 
live, while others are after-school programs that reach out to troubled communities.  
 
Our programs are single gender, either all male or all female, because we believe that teens are more likely to open up 
around adult role models they have something in common with and less likely to display attitude without the audience of 
the other gender.   
 
BCM’s commitment to an equal ratio of adults to teens is quite simply, for the sake of the teens. Many of the youth that 
BCM works with do not have the kind of personal attention from caring adults that they need and deserve.  Our one-on-
one format seeks to provide the most personal interaction between team members and teens as possible.  
 
BCM relies heavily on volunteers to deliver the bulk of our programming while in the backcountry. We are able to do this 
safely and effectively because of our TEAM concept by which individuals are evaluated, trained and assigned to a trip 
where their particular skills will be best utilized and complimented by the other participants.  While teams differ slightly 
in how all roles are fulfilled, each includes: a Team Leader (who has extensive experience leading groups in the 
wilderness); a Youth Leader (who is a staff member of the youth organization and has an existing relationship with the 
teens); and a Team Medic (who has wilderness medical training). 
 
BCM has been delivering programs to at-risk teens since 1989. With the continued support of our youth agency partners, 
volunteers, donors, sponsors, and many others, we hope to continue to touch the lives of more teens for years to come.  

The BCM Program—An Overview 
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Youth Program Locations 

California 
College Track 
East Oakland Boxing   
     Association 
East Oakland Youth   
     Development Center 
Girls, Inc. of Alameda  
     County 
L.A. Bridges 
Male Involvement Program 
Project Hope 
Real Options for City Kids 
Sequoia Teen Resource  
     Center 
Urban Services YMCA 
 
Colorado 
A Kidz Hope 
Mi Casa Resource Center  
Colorado UpLIFT 

Colorado I Have a Dream  
     Foundation 
Colorado Youth at Risk 
Denver Kids 
Lost and Found 
 
Florida 
Florida Sheriffs Youth Ranch 
Florida Sheriffs Youth Villa 
 
Illinois 
Christopher House 
Neighborhood Boys and Girls  
     Club 
Youth Organization Umbrella 
 
Massachusetts 
Boys and Girls Club of  
  Charlestown 
City Year 

Minnesota 
Boys and Girls Club of the 
  Twin Cities 
 
New York 
Harlem RBI 
 
Washington 
Boys and Girls Club of King   
  County 
 
Washington, DC 
Identity 
 
Wisconsin 
Rawhide Boys Ranch 

Participating Youth Program Partners 
California:  Sierra National Forest 
                    Yosemite National Park 
 
Colorado:  White River National 
  Forest 
 
New York:  Adirondacks 
 
Maine:   Grafton Notch 
 
Minnesota:  Boundary Waters Canoe 
  Area Wilderness 
 
Washington:  Alpine Lakes  
  Wilderness  
 
West Virginia:  Dolly Sods Wilderness 

Trail Systems Used 

Seattle, WA 

                       Los Angeles, CA 

                 New London, WI 
       

Live Oak, FL 

  Washington, DC 

      Boston, MA 

            Chicago, IL 

Denver, CO 

Colorado Springs, CO 

Bartow, FL 

      
  New York, NY 

 
 
 

San Leandro, CA 
Redwood City, CA 

Oakland, CA 
San Francisco, CA 

Palo Alto, CA 
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Program Growth — BCM touched the lives of 175 young people in 2006. By continuing our strategic efforts to reach more teens, we saw 
a 26% increase in program days delivered from 2005. With growth concentrated in a limited number of geographies, and more emphasis 
placed on matching youth and volunteers from the same area, we were able to strengthen our presence in the hub regions identified in the 
strategic plan we developed earlier this year.  
 
Teen Hiring — In an effort to deepen our commitment to the young people we serve, BCM began a teen hiring initiative in 2006. We are 
pleased to announce we hired 12 different alumni teens this year for 2 specialized roles within the organization. Our Program Coordinators 
(PCs) worked part-time throughout the summer with BCM staff to support program delivery. The six PCs employed this summer in Colorado 
and California played an integral role in facilitating pre-trip youth agency orientation meetings and helping with trip staging. Our Peer 
Leaders (PLs) were alumni youth seeking more of a leadership role while on the trail with BCM. The six PLs who attended 8-day trips with 
their youth agencies received good feedback and were helpful and encouraging to their peers. The excellent work of our teens in these roles 
exceeded our already high expectations, and we will be expanding these opportunities in 2007.  
Program Evaluation — For the second year in a row, BCM used the “40 Developmental Assets” framework designed by the Search 
Institute in Minnesota as an evaluation tool to measure the impact of our program on the young people we serve. By distributing surveys to 
all youth both before and after their 8-day program, we are able to collect information about the effects of the BCM experience on each 
teen. Both the 2005 and 2006 results are extremely positive, suggesting that participants in the BCM program show significant gains in their 
Commitment to Learning, Positive Values, Social Competencies and Positive Identity. Read more about the 40 Developmental Assets survey 
and impact results on page 9. 
 
Year-round Pilot Program — In collaboration with the Male Involvement Program managed by the Alameda County Health Department 
in San Leandro, CA, BCM launched a year-round pilot program in order to assess whether or not an expanded programming model will 
make an appreciable difference for teens in the duration of program impact.  Over the next year, two parallel program tracks will be 
evaluated— one in which BCM’s traditional week-long summer trip commences the program and one in which the trip provides the 
culminating experience.  While early results are encouraging, we are awaiting a comprehensive analysis at the conclusion of both tracks 
before deciding whether or not to expand this promising program model.   
 
Canoe Program — BCM is grateful to have received a generous donation of boats and other equipment specific to canoeing this year. This 
donation, as well as the tireless efforts of BCM volunteers and supporters in the Midwest, allowed us to expand our Boundary Waters Canoe 
Area (BWCA) paddling program to youth from Chicago, Minneapolis and Madison. The BWCA in northern Minnesota was chosen because it 
provides a wilderness experience unlike any other in the country, and the opportunities for teamwork inherent in paddling and portaging 
canoes are a particularly effective vehicle for delivering BCM’s TEAM curriculum.  The positive feedback we received from our teens and 
volunteers alike will lead us to continue to grow programming in the BWCA in 2007.  
Communications — Building on our accomplishments during 2005, BCM continued to work on enhancing our communication tools for 
2006 trip participants. Upgrades to our computer system allowed us to make the transition to a more efficient online volunteer application, 
as well as create a customized series of html emails for Team Leaders, volunteers and Youth Leaders. 
 
Training — This year we focused primarily on training improvements for Team Leaders. Specifically, we created an online skills 
assessment process, Team Leader conference calls prior to trips, binders containing all logistical information and a series of countdown 
emails. In addition, BCM held multiple one-day training events in California and Colorado for Youth Leaders and adult volunteers.  
Staff growth — Four new full-time and two part-time staff positions were created in 2006 to help address the growing complexity of the 
organization. Our new full-time employees are all based in our Golden, CO office and include: Tony Barreiro, Director of Operations; 
Annalise Appel, Office Administrator; Stephanie Kujawski, Cause Marketing Coordinator, and Hillary Harding, Cause Marketing 
Coordinator.  Sarah McCarthy and Lloyd Letellier joined our staff as part-time employees in the Bay Area as our California Regional 
Program Manager and Youth Agency Liaison, respectively. 

2006 Program Highlights and Accomplishments 

 
 
Executive Director 
Mark Godley 
 
Director of Operations 
Tony Barreiro 
 
Program Director  
Erin McVoy 
 

 
 
Volunteer Manager 
Erin Sovick 
 
Logistics Manager 
Greta Oberschmidt 
 
Office Administrator 
Annalise Appel 
 

Big City Mountaineers Staff 
 
CA Youth Agency Liaison 
Lloyd Letellier 
 
California Regional Program 
Manager 
Sarah McCarthy 
 
Accounting Manager 
Greta Blehm 

 
 
Program Coordinators 
Dominique Drakeford 
Demi Gbadebo 
Gabe Silvers 
Marcus Spencer 
Sharsyea Abram 
Rigo Rios 
 
  

 
 
Cause Marketing Manager 
Annalise Appel 
 
Cause Marketing Coordinator 
Stephanie Kujawski 
 
Cause Marketing Coordinator 
Hillary Harding 
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In 2006, BCM once again used the Search 
Institute’s 40 Developmental Assets youth 
development framework as our primary 
program evaluation tool.  As defined by 
the Search Institute, the 40 Developmental 
Assets are: “concrete, common sense, 
positive experiences and qualities essential 
to raising successful young people. [They] 
have the power during critical adolescent 
years to influence choices young people 
make and help them become caring, 
responsible adults.”  The survey 
instrument that BCM used is the “40 
Developmental Assets Profile” which 
provides two complementary “views” for 
assessing program impact.  The “Context 
View” provides BCM with an opportunity 
to assess overall survey validity by 
examining program impact in five 
domains—Personal, Social, Family, 
School, and Community.  The “Category 
View” allows us to evaluate overall asset 
development for our teens. 
 
Our second year of survey data continue to 
support the conclusions we arrived at in 
2005.  As expected, the “Context View” 
showed that BCM programming positively 
affects personal, social, and community 

domains, and, also as expected, does not 
significantly affect family and school.  
Because these results align with BCM’s 
program design, (while our curriculum 
focuses on personal and social 
development, we do not expect it to 
directly impact school or family domains) 
results are strong evidence that the survey 
data are valid. 
 
The “Category View” data also continue to 
show that BCM programming positively 
impacts our teens in expected ways.  In 
particular, internal asset development—the 
strengthening of characteristics and 
behaviors that reflect young people’s 
positive internal growth, was shown to 
significantly improve as a result of 
participation in our week-long summer 
program. The data collected to date 
suggests that BCM trips affect males and 
females slightly differently. Males show 
significant improvement in Commitment to 
Learning, Positive Values and Social 
Competencies categories. Females also 
show improvement in Positive Values and 
Social Competencies categories, but 
instead of showing improvement in the 
Commitment to Learning category, they 

show improvement in Positive Identity. 
Again, as expected, development of 
external assets in both genders—those 
assets related to family, schools, and 
community, were not shown to 
significantly improve. The one notable 
exception is that participation in BCM 
programming does correlate with an 
increase in teens’ constructive use of time. 
 
In the words of our program evaluator: 
“The results from the 2006 survey and 
from analyses of the 2005 and 2006 
seasons’ surveys combined are 
overwhelmingly positive and 
encouraging….participants in the BCM 
trips show significant gains in their 
commitment to learning, positive values, 
social competencies, and positive identity.” 
 
With two years of data, we can 
convincingly say what our teens and youth 
agencies have been saying all along: BCM 
makes a difference in the lives of teens.  
We are also equipped with tools and 
information that will allow us to continue 
to strengthen existing programming and 
develop new programming to serve 
growing numbers of BCM teens around the 
country. 

2006 Program Impact 
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The girls of Colorado I Have a Dream 

Foundation show off their new bear 

A trip participant with Christopher House 

shows off his new portaging skills in the 

Boundary Waters 

The Real Options for City Kids team takes a 

swim in a Yosemite lake 

An Urban Service YMCA teen smiles for the 

camera in Yosemite 

 A teen from City Year warms up in 

camp in the Adirondacks  

Girls from Florida Sheriffs Youth Villa 

enjoy their home away from home in 

The Florida Sheriffs Youth Ranch team 

rests in a West Virginia meadow 

The Youth Organization Umbrella team 

navigates through the Boundary Waters 

Trail Tales 

A teen from Identity gets creative with his 

trail food 
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How BCM is Funded 

2006 Financial Recap 

The above numbers are unaudited 2006 financial results, as our audit is in process during the printing of this review.  BCM’s IRS 990 will 
be available in early 2007 to anyone interested in reviewing our final, audited results at www.guidestar.org. 

2006 Contributions Summary –  
Our financial results were once again 
fantastic.  Overall contributions grew 
60% from last year, and over 375% 
more than our results from 2003.  The 
majority of this financial growth has 
been a result of our cause marketing 
programs.  These programs are 
comprised of groundbreaking 
fundraising efforts discussed in other 
areas of this report and include 
Summit for Someone, Skiing for 
Someone, and our co-branded apparel 
programs.  These programs have 
allowed us to significantly accelerate 
the growth of our program, invest in 
more comprehensive program models, 
continue to reduce program fees 
charged to program participants, and 
improve the quality of our program 
delivery.   As impressive as our 
financial results might be, it is most 
exciting to note how these funds are 
being utilized to serve our mission. 

2006 Spending Summary – In addition 
to delivering an extremely purposeful 
program, BCM has remained very 
cognizant of doing so in a fiscally 
responsible manner.  As is reflected in the 
chart to the left, a full $0.88 of every 
dollar donated to BCM goes directly to 
delivering our recreational mentoring 
program.  As proud as we are of having 
grown our program days by 26% in 2006, 
we were equally pleased that we reduced 
our cost per program day by 13%— our 
fourth year in a row of reducing our cost 
of program delivery.   Equally impressive, 
our fundraising and administrative costs 
remain an extremely reasonable 12% of 
our overall organizational costs.   As you 
consider your overall charitable giving 
and potential support of BCM, you should 
be assured that our organization takes 
seriously the obligation that come with the 
confidence of your monetary support. 
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The BCM Adult Team 
BCM trips could not succeed without the incredible dedication of our Team Leaders, volunteers and Youth Leaders. We held our standards 
higher than ever before in 2006, and our Team Leaders and volunteers responded by creating the most successful season of  trips for BCM 
youth around the country. A heartfelt thanks to each of you for making the program what it is.  

Team Leaders 
Alex Chase 
Bart Keeton 
Bernie Rupe 
Bert Allen 
Blaire Fowler 
Dan Smith 
Dave Bartholomew 
David Dayton 
Doug Shelton 
Drew Saunders 
Erika Kertson 
Erin Sovick 
Greta Oberschmidt 
Heather Gelhorn 
Hillary Harding 
Jan Kasl 
Jason Boyle 
Jeff Weidman 
Jennifer Bradley 
Jessica Spindel 
Josh Berlin 
Josh Berlin 
Julia Tashjian King 
Julie Weimer 
Karen Gergely 
Kathleen Heldman 
Katerina Radova 
Lesley McClintock 
Marti Emch 

Mary Nishimuta 
Nan Huffman 
Natalie Whiteman 
Pat Callahan 
Pete Malsed 
Robert Warren 
Stellar Sager 
Tom Masloski 
Tom Ekman 
Tony Barreiro 
Wanda Gonzalez  
Team Members 
Adam Margolin 
Adam Rubinger 
Albert Klas 
Alex Gutt 
Alexander Lowry 
Alissa Neil 
Amy Keenan 
Andy Sovick 
Anna Sherwood 
Annalise Appel 
Annie Sovcik 
Bonnie Theroux 
Brian Houghtaling 
Carrie Grossenbach 
Charlotte Ballog 
Chris Carrier 
Cori Stott 
Corinna Noller 

Creighton Vokoun 
Cristine Noller 
Dan Kobler 
Darlene Wilhelm 
David Hermele 
Debra Akin 
Eileen Barr 
Elaine Beale 
Erin McVoy 
Erin Ortega 
Garrick Hileman 
Ingrid Solano 
Jaime Smith 
Jaime Sowers 
Jeff Engel 
Jennifer Lansink 
Jennifer Hamilton 
Jennilyn Bingham 
Jenny Theroux 
Jessica Downing 
Jim Bodoh 
Jocelyn Boreta 
John Ptaszynski 
Jonathan Higgins 
Jonathan Stahl 
Jorge de Leon 
Joseph Denis 
Joseph Ureno 
Joshua Miller 
Justin Fuld 

Kareen Wilkinson 
Keith Dumbleton 
Kiku Johnson 
Kim Kaufman 
Kim Marshall 
Kimberly Dakan 
Kyla Farrell 
Laddie Green 
Laura Johnson-
Graham 
Lauren Wohl 
Leslie Mutz 
Lindsay Lohaus 
Lisa Stright 
Lucy Cline 
Marian Goebes 
Mary Ziegler 
Matt Ritts 
Matthew Spence 
Michael Chen 
Michael Keglovits 
Michele Minihane 
Mike Laurie 
Mitchell Brandt 
Nallakkan Arvindan 
Nick Eversole 
Nina Kanoon 
Paul Rosen 
Phil Jensen 
Raquel Ponce de Leon 

Rebecca Shannon 
Sarah Taylor 
Shea Salyer 
Sherry Lomas 
Syd Jones 
Teresa Bruffey 
Tim Falzone 
Tim Thrush 
Tom Kenner  
Youth Leaders 
Aida Cerda 
Anana Scott  
Andrew Judd 
Antoinette Kilton 
Bonnie Werstein 
Carlos Mellott 
Chris Meyer 
Crystal Barnard 
Curt Yagi 
Jasmine Charles 
Jeff Harrell 
Jermaine Nation 
Jesus Jimenez 
Jim Watters 
Joanne Vu 
Juan Ascencio 
Kanya Shabazz 
Kevin Byerley 
Larry Austin 
Lisa Frei 

Lloyd Letellier 
Margaret-Ann McKee 
Maria Mosqueda 
Marline Guerrero 
Michelle Austin 
Mike Keglovits 
Milad Yazdanpanah 
Muriel Patay 
Pedro Naranjo 
Ron Portillo 
Rose Barcklow 
Rosie Galvez 
Sandra Rodriguez 
Stephen Spruce 
Terrico Nicholson 
Tony Arnold 
Vanessa Savas  
Front Country  
Volunteers 
Annalise Appel 
Chad Ardoin 
Chris Haines 
Heather Gelhorn 
Jessica Downing 
Jeff Engel 
Linda McVoy 
Shelby Montross 
Tom Allison 
Tom Ekman 
Wendi Westman 
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Trail Tales 
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A youth from Rawhide prepares to hit the 

water in the Boundary Waters 

The East Oakland Boxing Association 

group comes together as a team 

A College Track teen gets a helping 

hand while crossing a Yosemite stream 

The Colorado Youth at Risk team 

enjoying their campsite in Colorado 

The Neighborhood Boys and Girls 

Club teens show off their style 

The youth of Denver Kids take a break 

during their peak day in Colorado 

The CO staff sports hats donated to BCM 

teens by the Knitzilla! knitting group  

The Boys and Girls Club of Twin Cities 

participants paddle through the Boundary 

Waters  

The Harlem RBI team enjoys a stop at 

a waterfall in the Adirondacks 

Teens from Christopher House enjoy a 

waterfall in the Boundary Waters 

Learning to cook on the trail with the 

Boys and Girls Club of King County 

Team unity shows with the Sequoia 

Teen Resource Center in Yosemite  
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Teen Employment Program—Program Coordinators 

Teen Employment Program—The Youth Perspective 
An interview with Rigo Rios, Colorado program coordinator and BCM alumni with the Colorado I Have a Dream 
Foundation. Rigo worked from June-September in the Colorado BCM office and helped with staging trips, creating 
BCM media, and creating artwork for the office walls. 
 
What first made you interested in working at BCM? 
I was interested in working at BCM because I had a lot of fun on the trip I went on 
and it was something I enjoyed doing. 
 
What was it like to see teens going out on BCM trips for the first time this year? 
It was really cool to see the excitement on their faces and to give them advice and 
pointers. 
 
What projects did you enjoy while working at the office and what did you learn? 
I enjoyed making the slideshows, recording kids before they left, and I really en-
joyed making the graffiti sign. I learned how to make slideshows and put music 
into them. Now I know what to look for in a job and what to expect. 
 
What would you say to other youth who might be interested in working at BCM as 
a summer job? 
I would say go for it. You won’t regret it, and it’s a really cool experience. If I 
could go back in time and do this all over again I wouldn’t change a thing.  

2006 was a monumental year for establishing and growing the BCM Teen Employment Program. BCM had 3 
alumni teens working as seasonal Program Coordinators in the Bay Area in 2005. This number was doubled in 2006, 
with five teens working in the San Francisco Bay Area and one working out of the BCM office in Golden.  These 
BCM alumni proved to be a fantastic addition to the summer program season, helping to stage trips, clean and count 
gear, create program slideshows, and several other projects. One PC, Dominique Drakeford, was able to take 
advantage of a position offered through JanSport by participated in a six week internship with them. We look 
forward to expanding this program even further in 2007, creating the opportunity for more teens to have meaningful 
work experiences through BCM and other outdoor industry partners.  

Demi Gbadebo looks over 
a backpack before sending 

it on the trail 

 California Program Coordinators: Clockwise from 
lower left: Demi Gbadebo, Sharsyea Abram, Gabe 

Silvers, Marcus Spencer, Dominique Drakeford 

Dominique Drakeford 
prepares gear for a BCM 

trip 
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Rigo Rios with the graffiti 
artwork he created for the BCM 

office  
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An essay by Sharsyea Abram, 2006 Peer Leader and BCM alumni. Sharsyea went on the trail for the first time in 2004 in Yosemite National 
Park with the Urban Services YMCA and returned again to the trail as a Peer Leader in 2006. 
 
I decided to come back on the BCM trip as the Peer Leader because the last year I went it showed me how strong I can be. I 
decided “Why not do it again?” It’s just a blessing to me to be on a trip that builds so much character among young teens. It also 
helped me spiritually. I really got to think about a lot of things and it felt good to get away from a busy city. I went as a Peer 
Leader because I wanted to help others and encourage them to keep going to the end.  I know it was very hard, but I felt that with a 
young person with BCM experience, the trip would go a lot smoother. I also wanted my peers to know it was worth it. I also went 
just so some of the teens could relate to my past experiences and so that I could be there to comfort my fellow peers. 
 
This BCM trip was different from my last trip, because it actually brought me and a friend of mine closer. The bond that we made 
was really solid. I really had her back and she had mine. The trip also increased my leadership skills and opened a new horizon 
about nature. The games were really fun. We made up different games everyday. They kept us laughing and moving. My first 
BCM trip was a struggle but on the second one I was a lot stronger physically and mentally. I felt special because I was a Peer 
Leader. 
 
The most challenging part about being a Peer Leader was keeping the positive attitude.  It was really hard for all of us but I felt like 
if you had a positive attitude then positive things would happen.  I’m not going to lie—I had some negative thoughts— but I still 
kept my positive attitude. I also felt that if I had a negative attitude, so would everyone else. Basically I just tried to be a positive 
role model.  
 
The best part about being a Peer Leader was lending a helping hand and making others smile. Giving words of encouragement was 
the best. Awarding the first Daily Summit Flag was also the best part. It really boosted that person’s confidence and I felt like I was 
really helping her to go on.  Sometimes people just need that extra boost to get them going. 
 
Advice that I would give upcoming Peer Leaders in the future is to stay positive and pray. Always keep your peers on the trip 
hopeful of getting to the finish line. Keep your head up and keep encouraging them. Also, remind them that you made it through 
once and back again that they can do it to. All they have to do is turn their frowns upside down. I know it’s kind of corny but it’s 
humorous.  It gets them laughing and going.  To tell you the truth, it’s all mind over matter. Just always be there to make them feel 
safe and secure.  Crack a joke every now and then.  One last thing is to let them know you’re their friend as well and you are all 
going to get through it together. 

Sharsyea Abram —  
Urban Services YMCA, 

Oakland, CA  
 

Angela Bushnell — 
A Kidz Hope, Colorado 

Springs, CO 

Natalie Ubaldo — CO  I 
Have a Dream  

Foundation, Denver, CO 

Matt Bogard — East  
Oakland Youth  

Development Center,  
Oakland, CA 

Arturo Flores — Male 
Involvement Program, 

San Leandro, CA  

Julio Urbina —  
Christopher House,  

Chicago, IL  

Teen Employment Program—Peer Leaders 

Teen Employment Program– The Youth Perspective 

It’s been suggested many times in the past that alumni BCM teens would be a great addition to our summer trips.  In 
2006, we created a formal position for past program participants to return to the trail in a leadership role.  Six teens 
served as Peer Leaders across the country this year, bringing a new perspective to BCM trips. The inaugural year for 
this position was a hit—these teens proved to be extremely valuable in providing leadership among the youth and an 
experienced voice to support the adult volunteer team. This group laid the necessary groundwork to grow this role to be 
more comprehensive and valuable in future seasons. Along with the Program Coordinator role, the Peer Leader proved 
to be one of the most important changes to the BCM program in 2006. We are committed to continuing to involve 
alumni teens in meaningful employment roles at BCM and expanding their opportunities for the future.  
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3rd Annual Creative Expressions Contest Winner—Youth 
My Experience At the Big City Mountaineers Trip 

Edward Crittenden 
 

Hi, my Name is Edward and I was a participant on the Big City Mountaineers camping trip. I really 
enjoyed the trip. It was a great learning experience and I have always wanted to go to the Boundary 
Waters. The best part of my experience was the whole outdoor experience. It was fun at the resort that 
we stayed at. They were really nice and we enjoyed watching movies there the first night.  
 
The most difficult part was the portages at times, but I sucked it up and pushed it to the limit. I also 
enjoyed some of the portages where we saw animals—elk, eagles, dears, loons, turtles and beavers.  
 
One of the funniest parts was when we tricked one of my fellow club members, Vincent. We all heard 
some loons calling and we told him it was some wolves. He was scared and we would make the noises 
and he would tell us to stop. The other one was when T-bone, one of the leaders on the trip, was 
scared of a turtle and there was a turtle right next to the canoe—that was funny.  
 
My favorite part of the trip was just how nice it was out there and how quiet it was. I will not forget all 
of the nice people that help me to succeed on this trip and I respect them for that and I hope to come 
back and become a leader next time. So I give all my thanks to the people at Big City Mountaineers. I 

think if you have never had an outdoor experience, this would be the trip to go on. You can learn a lot and have a lot of fun at the 
same time. So if I had the chance to come back, I would like to be a leader so I can show other kids the same great experience 
that I had. I enjoyed the fishing up there—it was great.  
 
Finally, I would like to say thanks again, BCM for all the great gifts and awards that we received at the end of the trip and for 
letting us go on the trip to have this experience.  

Edward Crittenden, BCM 
participant from Boys and 

Girls Club of the Twin 
Cities 

Cuando me dijeron que tenía que ir a 
un campamento y que duraría 8 días  
me alegre por que era la primera vez 
que iba a ir a un campamento, 
entonces me intereso mucho que no 
dejaba de pensar en eso por que 
podría ser la experiencia mas  grande 
de mi vida y que no iba a tener otra 
oportunidad como esa, fue cuando 
empecé a hablar con mis padre sobre 
el campamento y a describirles lo 
emocionante que eso iba a ser para mi 
y mis amigos bueno y así es como 

empezó todo. Después se llego el día de partir al campamento 
éramos 5 jóvenes y 5 guías.  
Luego cuando estábamos en el lugar los guías empezaron a 
repartir los utensilios para el viaje el cual duraría 8 días me 
recuerdo que empezamos a pelearlos por obtener el 
equipamiento como las mochilas, tiendas de campaña, comida 
y todo lo demás pero esto solo fue el principio de un viaje 
maravilloso por que sabíamos que nos esperaban 7 días mas 
para divertirnos a lo grande  y compartir con todos los 
integrantes. Al pasar de los días nos fuimos conociendo más y 
más y compartiendo unos con otros. Fue emocionante ver 
animales en el bosque, dormir afuera de casa y haciendo 
comida en la fogata, pero lo mas dificil fue caminar 25 millas 
con una movhila de 35 libras y caminar bajo la lluvia. Pero 
quieron que sepan que todo esto se lo debo a Identity y al BCM 

por haberme brindado esta oportunidad la cual creo es la mas 
grande de mi vida y lo llevare siempre en mi mente  
English Translation: 
 
When I was told that I had to go on a backpacking trip for 8 
days I was very happy because this would be the first time for 
me to go backpacking. Then I got so interested that I couldn’t 
stop thinking about it because this could be the biggest 
experience of my life and I was not going to have another 
opportunity like this.  That’s when I started talking to my 
parents about the backpacking trip and described to them how 
exciting it would be for me and my friends, and well, that’s 
how everything started.  
When the day of the backpacking trip came we had 5 youth and 
5 leaders. When we got to the place, the leaders started to 
distribute the utensils we would need for our 8 day trip.  I 
remember that we started fighting to get the equipment like the 
backpacks, tents, food and everything else. That was only the 
beginning of a wonderful trip because we knew that we had 7 
more days to enjoy ourselves and to share everything with one 
another. As the days passed, we got to know and share more 
and more with each other. 
 
It was exciting to see the animals in the woods, sleep outside 
tent and eat food by the fire. The most difficult thing was 
walking under the rain for 25 miles with a 35 lbs backpack.  
But I want you to know that I am grateful to Identity and BCM 
for giving me the greatest opportunity of my life and I will 
always carry the experience in my mind. 

Creative Expressions Contest Runner-Up—Youth 
Mi Viaje de Campamento 

William Roberto Gomez 

William Gomez, BCM 
participant from Identity 
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Yosemite Dreams 

Kathleen Heldman, BCM Team Leader 
 
Every once in a while something profound happens in life that forces one to take notice, open their eyes, and become starkly 
aware of the color in this world. The Big City Mountaineers trip this year was one of those moments for me.    

The young women on the trip were from the L.A. Bridges, a grassroots, community-based, gang prevention 
program (among other things).  Five young women between the ages of 13 and 15 with their whole lives 
ahead of them, all who have dealt with incredibly traumatic situations. Some of the neighborhoods in their 
area are the equivalent of war zones, where children are killing children, and stress syndrome is a normal 
part of daily existence. Incomprehensibly difficult lives.   
It is amazing to watch the metamorphosis from hardened "tough girls" to children. It usually happens on 
day three, and is one of the most wonderful things to watch. The laughter gets real and lighter, and silliness 
takes over (with the adults as well). 
  
On our hike through Chiquito Pass in Yosemite, we faced inclement weather including lightning storms, 
thunder, torrential rain, gusty wind and hail balls the size of dimes. We were also privileged to be caught in 
the mosquito "hatch" where the carnivorous mosquitoes were literally hunting us. 100% DEET did nothing 

to deter them from feasting on our flesh for the whole week. I joked that they were genetically engineered killer mosquitoes 
created in some cohort underground lab designed to determine how long it would take a troop of backpackers to go mad. 
  
The additional hardships on the trip actually helped to enhance it. It brought us closer together in that we had to figure out 
how to avoid hypothermia, and getting struck by fork lightning. The things that resonate the most from the trip were 
moments of absolute clarity, like when I slept on a large granite slab on day two of the trip with just my sleeping bag and 
beanie and woke up in the middle of the night to be blown away by the starkly contrasted midnight black sky and silver 
hued, shimmering stars. I was humbled, awed and silenced.   
In my mind’s eye I see a scene where we were all sitting around the campfire after a day of incredible stress where we 
literally spent over an hour with our legs cramping from crouching on the ground, holding our bed mats, and tent tarps over 
our heads while the hail and torrential downpours pelted through our skin and into our bones...wet, wet, damp, cold, and wet 
again. 
 
I think we were just happy to be alive, and after drying our damp clothes by the fire we had finally reached a nominal level 
of comfort. The shiny, happy, faces were beautiful. The joy, the calm, the thankfulness for the details, the small things that 
in our daily existence we often take for granted. Sometimes I think the perfection of being in the backcountry is based on 
stripping away all of the extraneous crap that we inject in to our lives and just getting simple. Pleasure in the simplicity of a 
warm bite of food, toasty hands from reaching towards the fire, happy heads covered in wool beanies. Laughter came easily 
that night...the terrifying lightning seemed small, and yesterday’s struggle. Everything looks better under the glow of a 
crackling night fire in Yosemite. 
  
One of the girls who started the trip not believing in herself became our pacesetter and lead scout and never, ever, ever, ever 
gave up. We all cried many times, and many tears. We sang off-key camping songs, Gnarls Barkley's "Crazy", The Violent 
Femmes, Hotel California, “I don't know but I've been told camping out here is better than gold.” Each teen brought such a 
profound contribution to the group, as well as the adult guides. 
  
The adult roles on this trip were not to change lives but in a small way to offer a slightly different perspective…because 
sometimes that is what it takes to slightly alter the course on a path. The incredible mental stamina of the teens blew me 
away. Paola with her quiet determination and love of all things alternative rock and roll, Yammy with her secretly brilliant 
mind that she hides from the world, Jeannine with her "tough girl" attitude and love of “The Alchemist.” Maria with her 
pure grace and gentle eyes, Johanna with her shiny joy and ga-ga over her boyfriend. The strength, the beauty, and depth of 
these kids were incredible. 
  
Here is to Summit Flag Awards, fording streams, and sometimes busting on through, deers with fuzzy antlers, prioritizing 
coffee, sleeping in the meadow,  sleeping on a granite slab, mosquito nets, the sunshine song, trees falling in the night, 
freeze-dried delight, fighting over pepperoni sticks, 28 miles, clean socks, Breeze Lake, Fernandez Pass 10,500, alpine lakes 
surrounded by snow, bark beetle bars, rain, hail, fork lightning, waking up in the meadow and watching the sun rise, 
waterfalls, towering conifers, virtual reality helmets, lost bear canisters, wet socks, long trails, tired, happy bones and today 
really is A GREAT DAY TO BE ALIVE!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

Creative Expressions Contest Winner—Adult 

Kathleen 
Heldman 
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 “Today was the best day 
of my life, because I 

discovered another part 
of myself… if I trust I 

can do something, I can 
do anything.”  

 
“Ali” 

Sequoia Teen Resource 
Center, Redwood City, 

CA 

“All I need is to stay 
focused on achieving 

whatever I happen to set 
my mind on.”  

 
“Rosa” 

Colorado I Have a Dream 
Foundation, Denver, CO, 

CO 

“I’ll always remember this 
trip when I want to give 
up…I’m not giving up!” 

 
“Robert” 

Christopher House, 
Chicago, IL, IL  

“I recall some of the teens 
explaining it was the first 
time they ever worked as a 

member of a team, and 
that it felt good; that they 
looked to us as brothers; 

they thanked us for giving 
them the chance to be 

themselves, by not 
stereotyping or pre-
judging them, and 

providing them with a 
memorable experience.”  

 
Jonathan Stahl,  
BCM Volunteer 

“I consider myself 
fortunate to have been 

able to witness the 
transition of these teens - 

both from a physical 
perspective and an 
emotional one.”  

 
Mike Laurie 

BCM Volunteer 

“I saw a lightbulb turn 
on in many of the teens, 
and there were definitely 
a couple teens in whom 
the trip had a profound 
life-changing impact.”  

 
Mike Chen, 

BCM Volunteer  

“I had some great talks 
and was able to find 

common ground with 
kids who have a 

completely different life 
than I have had.”  

 
Chris Carrier,  
BCM Volunteer 

NY"You guys are like the 
big brothers I never had."  

 
“Jameer” 

Male Involvement 
Program, San Leandro, CA 

Trail Tales 
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Program Growth – In keeping with the 
strategic plan developed in 2005, BCM has a 
goal of 20% growth of the 8-day summer 
program for 2007.  In order to best accomplish 
this, an effort will be made to focus this growth 
in identified hub locations that are in strong 
alignment with BCM criteria. These criteria 
include, but are not limited to, access to 
wilderness, volunteer base and funding.  In 
addition, in those areas where a significant 
number of programming will be taking place, 
BCM will hire a seasonal part-time Regional 
Program Manager to help manage logistics. 

 
Youth Opportunities – Building on the 
success of our teen hiring initiative in 2006, we 
will continue to explore options to employ the 
young people we serve. Our efforts will be 
focused around expanding the current Program 
Coordinator and Peer Leader positions, as well 
as exploring other options such as internships with corporate supporters. 
 
Year-round Pilot Program—at the conclusion of the 2007 summer trip season, BCM will be evaluating the results 
from our year-round pilot program collaboration.  If results show that a year-round BCM program model increases 
overall impact and impact duration for teens, we will expand year-round programming in 2008. 
 
Risk Management – As part of our continued commitment to ensuring the safety of all participants during BCM 
programs, we will undertake an external safety audit during the 2007 program season. The audit is designed to look at 
our current policies and practices and make recommendations on changes if or where they are needed. 
 

2007 Program Goals 
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Who Will YOU Summit for? 
Backpacker Magazine’s Summit for 
Someone (SFS) is a benefit climb series 
that raises funds to help support Big City 
Mountaineers’ summer program. SFS 
came into existence in 2004 with the 
help of a local guide and six climbers 
eager to participate in the grassroots 
fundraising program. The inaugural year 
of SFS proved to be an overwhelming 
success. With the program’s foundation 
in place, we have grown SFS beyond 
expectations while maintaining a high 
standard of quality important to our 
sponsors, guides, climbers, and donors. 
 
2005 proved to be a model year for the 
Summit for Someone program. With 30 
participants, five different summits, and 
sponsor support, the program grossed 
close to $500,000 for Big City 
Mountaineers. The combination of a 
climber satisfaction rating of over 95% 
and demand from potential participants 
led us to embark on a 2006 season, 
which tripled the program’s size in terms 
of the number of participants, the amount 
of money raised, and venue locations. 
 
With the support of Backpacker 
Magazine and Rodale Publishing, 2006 
was bigger and better than we could have 
imagined back in 2004. We grew the 
program from 30 climbers to 130 
climbers, from grossing $100,000 in 
2005 to over $600,000 in 2006, 
increasing the number of climb locations 

from 5 to 11 (17 climbs in all) and 
building and sustaining our sponsor 
relationships. 
 
In 2006, each climber was responsible 
for raising a minimum pledge amount of 
$3,500. The climbers’ pledges went 
directly back to BCM to fulfill program 
costs. Not only do the climbers receive 
the intrinsic value of giving back, they 
also get to go on a guided 
mountaineering climb of their lifetime 
and receive over $2700 worth of 
mountaineering gear from event 
sponsors. 
 
The 2006 event sponsors included 
Backpacker Magazine as the title 
sponsor, Timberland, Keen, Telus, and 
Marmot as the climb sponsors; and 
HighGear, Gregory, Ibex, Outdoor 
Research, Montrail, Mammut, Petzl, 
Camelbak, The North Face, MSR, 
Mountaineers Books, Big Agnes, 
Thorlos, Protech, Cloudveil, Optic 
Nerve, JetBoil, Clif Bar, and Princeton 
Tec as the gear sponsors. Guide services 
leading the 2006 climbs were Sierra 
Mountaineering International, Shasta 
Mountain Guides, Go Trek & 
Expeditions, On Top Mountaineering, 
Exum Mountain Guides, Colorado 
Mountain School, and the Eastern 
Mountain Sports Climbing School. 
 
What is the future of the For Someone 
program? We are already well on our 

way for yet another successful Summit 
for Someone season in 2007.  
Registration opened in October, with the 
availability of 400 climb spots, 13 
venues, and 44 climbs. Going into 2007, 
we’ve made a few enhancements to the 
event structure, including a non-gear 
option, which reduces the pledge 
obligation from $3,500 to $2,800. In 
addition, we have added key components 
to the gear package such as Black 
Diamond Raven Pro Ice Axe and 
performance clothing by Mammut. 
 
Leaving behind overwhelmingly 
successful 2004, 2005 and 2006 event 
seasons, we are humbled by the 
outpouring of support and interest from 
climbers, manufactures, guides and 
sponsors. We look forward to reaching 
our 2007 goal of doubling the number of 
participants through the For Someone 
program, allowing BCM to continue 
increasing the number of teens who will 
experience the power of the wilderness 
coupled with positive adult role models. 
 
To learn more about Backpacker 
Magazine’s Summit for Someone 
program, please visit 
www.summitforsomeone.org or contact 
BCM’s Cause Marketing Manager, 
Andrea Nance, at 303-271-9200 x403 or 
andrea@bigcitymountaineers.org.  
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Who will you ski for? The For Someone staff at Big 
City Mountaineers is excited to announce the launch of 
Skiing Magazine’s Skiing for Someone (SKIFS). 
Beginning in 2007 we will have five SKIFS events. 
Participants have the opportunity to helicopter ski or 
snow cat ski in one of five backcountry settings at 
discounted rates: Lake Tahoe in California, the North 
Cascades in Washington, the Ruby Mountains in 
Nevada, the San Juan mountains in Colorado, and 
Valdez in Alaska. Each event will be joined by athletes 
representing The North Face and Warren Miller 
Entertainment. Each rider is committed to raising a 
minimum of $2,500 for Big City Mountaineers. In 
return for their commitment to SKIFS, they each will 
receive ski and snowboard gear from The North Face 
and Atomic, valued at $1,000. 
 
Skiing Magazine’s Skiing for Someone success is the 
result of building an infallible Summit for Someone 
event foundation. Registration opened in October 2006 
and we continue to consistently fill spots for the event. 
We are looking forward to analyzing the success of 
Skiing for Someone and to building the For Someone 
brand to other disciplines, providing a larger foundation 
for Big City Mountaineers’ future success. 

Skiing For Someone 
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Christian Adams 
Bert Allen 
Shizuka Baker 
Andrew Band 
Stephen Banta 
Sam Barber 
Kevin Baxter 
Peter Berkowitz 
David Blood 
Jeremy Bolt 
Robert Bond 
J.P. Borod 
Nick Brandehoff 
Jim Brown 
Bradley Burton 
Jared Byer 
Mike Callinan 
Tony Carenzo 
Jeremy Carr 
David Cerio 
Nate Cogdill 
Gusty Colangelo 
Katie Dahlgren 
Dario Delacruz 
Blaine Deutsch 

Fred DiBlasio 
Mario DiFalco 
Elizabeth Donahue 
Keith Dunnigan 
Eric Ebele 
Alex Echery 
Amy Eilersten 
Joel Eisinger 
Michelle Fama 
Damon Farnum 
Brian Feldman 
Gary Feldman 
Lee Fenyves 
Joe Fergerson 
Sean Findon 
Nicholas Freedman 
Joshua Friedman 
Justin Fuld 
Chadd Garvens 
Travis Gates 
Debbie Ginzburg 
Mark Godley 
Peter Greenleaf 
Cecily Griesser 
Michelle Hamilton 

Ray Hamilton 
Jason Hanold 
Michael Harris 
Scott Hemphill 
Justin Hensley 
Andrew Hersam 
Scott Hetherington 
Matt Horton 
Syd Jones 
Micah Kagan 
Bryan Kiss 
Scott Kraus 
David LaCroix 
Peter Lenkov 
Jonathan Lipps 
Christopher Lloyd 
Cecily Lough 
Cara Luchies-Schroeder 
Angela Matzelle 
Jesse McCulloch 
Colleen McGee 
Scott McGuire 
Lars McLoed-Keen 
Erin McVoy 
Jen Mefford 

Igor Melnichuk 
Bruce Middleton 
Michael Millman 
Ray Mina 
Marc Mitchell 
Shane Moran 
Bob Morris 
Kevin Moss 
Andrea Nance 
Katie Nazzaro 
Noah Nelson 
Jackie Ney 
Greta Oberschmidt 
Mike Palen 
Brennan Pang 
Nels Paulsen 
Dennis Pinto 
Richard Reiner 
Jason Richter 
Kye Richter 
Jennifer Riggs 
Clement Roberts 
Michael Roszkowski 
Michael Ruetz 
Abraham Rutchick 

Kevin Sanders 
Travis Shives 
Jason Sieg 
Stephanie Smith 
Erin Sovick 
Michael Speakman 
Webb Stevens 
Michael Stone 
William Taylor 
Scott Tegge 
Matt Thau 
CT Thomas 
Nenad Tomasevic 
Daniel Urban 
John Varholak 
Jerry Verba 
Rebecca Vollmer 
Scott Wareham 
Natalie Whiteman 
Reid Wiecks 
Ashley Williams 
Ryan Wilson 
Dave Yarbrough 
Teri Yarbrough 
 

2006 Summit for Someone Climbers 
Many thanks to those who played a key role in making our 2006 Summit for Someone fundraising program a smashing success.  Each of 
the climbers listed below raised at least $3,500 for the BCM program, and several participants raised far more than was required of them.   
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“To say that my 
experience on the climb 
was life-changing would 
be an understatement.” 

 
Mt Washington Climber 

“The Summit for Someone 
experience I had was 
almost beyond words. 

From the people on the 
trip to the climb itself, 

everything fell in to place 
and could not have been 

any better...the Summit for 
Someone benefit climb 
series is one of the most 
fulfilling activities I have 
ever participated in and I 
can't wait to do it again!” 

  
Mt. Rainier Climber 

“The Mt. Moran climb 
was more physically and 
mentally challenging than 
expected. But every time 
you put one foot in front 
of the other, you feel a 

sense of accomplishment. 
You also remember why 
you are there…for the 
kids. They are the ones 
that really benefit from 

this program.”  
 

Mt. Moran Climber 

“I think that the 
experience of SFS not 

only will change the lives 
of the kids...but it will 

change my life forever as 
well. To gather together 

with strangers from 
around the country that 
have the same goal to 

help others is something 
we all should experience 

in our life time.” 
 

Mt. Hood Climber 

“Big City Mountaineers 
provided me an 

opportunity to climb and 
help at-risk teens.  The 
experience had such an 
impact on my life that I 
will be volunteering my 

services in the near future 
to be more involved first 
hand with those kids in 

need.” 
 

Mt. Rainier Climber  

“My Big City 
Mountaineers/Summit for 
Someone experience was 

one of the more rewarding 
of my life. To be able to do 
something you love with 
the remarkable benefit of 
supporting a program that 

turns kids on to the 
outdoor experience is 
almost too good to be 

true.”  
 

Mt. Hood Climber 

Summit for Someone Trail Tales 
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Individual Supporters 

Anonymous 
Eric Adler 
Laina Adler 
William Allen 
Mark Andrews 
Ann Daw 
John Armstrong 
Joseph Baker 
Thomas Baker 
Stephanie Banta 
Cessna Barrett 
Jamison Barrow 
Trey Beck 
David Beckman 
Lola Beggs 
Rachel Berkowitz 
Roger Bird 
Allison Blackwell 
Thomas Bliss 
Nathan Blomgren 
Theodore Blood 
Guy Blynn 
Conway Bond 
Nicholas Bott 
Brian Bouma 
Robert Bourne 
James and Pamela 
 Bowls 
Laura Braafladt 
Tim Brady 
Laura Bright 
John Brinks 
David Bristle 
Mitchell Brotherton 
Cynthia Kelly Bryl 
Steve Burrows 
Dwight Butler 
Chip Campbell 
Elanor Capuano 
Nicholas Capuano 
Janet Carr 
Bruce Carroll 
Jeffrey Chanin 
Alex Chase 
Gary Chiappetta 
David Chin 
Frank Cho 
Roger Clayton 
Corrine Cline-Fortunuto 
William Cochran 
Tony Coladonato 
Gus & Linda Colangelo 
Shannon Collier 

Gretchen Corbell 
W. Fenton Costelloe 
Peter Couden 
David Crooks 
Alan Cross 
A & K Crowder 
Dan Culp 
Jennie Curtis 
Barry Danielsen 
Ronald & Santina  
 Davies 
Katie Davis 
Norris Davis 
E. J. De La Rosa 
Douglas Deane 
Samuel Dearth 
Debra J Plant 
Susan Decker 
Renee DeDecko 
Ellen Deluise 
John Denham 
William DeReimer 
Lisa Mia Deufel 
Brad Deutsch 
Steven Devito 
Robert Diamond 
Nathan Dowden 
Haney Dox 
Brian Doyle 
Gerry Dunnigan 
Marshall Durston 
Melody Eldridge 
Bill Emberley 
Cesar Enciso 
Marc Ewing 
Fran & Denise Farrell 
Cyrilla Finnegan 
Penny Finnegan 
Jay Firestone 
Randy Fisbeck 
Mark & Rhonda  
 Fleisher 
John Freeman 
Alan Garber 
Michael Geraghty 
Joni Germaine 
Scott Gibree 
Steven Ginzburg 
Steven Glynn 
Ashley Goolsby 
Robert Gorelik 
Patricia Greenleaf 
Gregg & Julie Hosfeldt 

Chris Griffin 
Bruce Gurley 
Lisa Gustavson 
Dave Hadden 
Anne Hamilton 
Susan Harriman 
David Hauser 
Doug Hearn 
Colin Heggie 
Lee Heisman 
Alice Heitland 
Michael Heitland 
Lindsay Hetherington 
Troy Hine 
Steven Hirsch 
Neville Hockley 
Brian Horner 
Matthew Horton 
Tim & Sherri Horton 
Tamora Ilasat 
Catherine Ingman 
Ben F. Johnson 
Paul Johnson 
Jon Black 
Jessica Jones 
Steve Kaplan 
Robert Katz 
John Keker 
Brian Kelley 
Joseph & Michelle 
 Kelly 
Marvin Kelly 
Kenneth Jamgochian 
George Kenoyer 
Thomas Kiss 
Tim Koehler 
Scott Kraus 
Jean Kubisen 
Jerry Labowitz 
Heather Lane 
Anthony LaRosa 
Todd Larsen 
Richard Lawrence 
Timothy Lea 
Lora Ledermann 
Cheryl Lee 
Steve Lee 
Vivian Lefebvre 
Jackie Lewis 
Susan Lipps 
Andrew Lipsitz 
Roger & Elizabeth 
 Lowe 

Martin Lucibello 
Robert Lurvey 
Kevin Mahony 
Anthony Marciano 
Bruce Marks 
Peter Marshall 
Chris Maskill 
Mark Mastrov 
Brent Matthews 
Mark Matule 
Eleanor Maxwell 
Judy McAfee 
Mark McFarlane 
Larry McGough 
Shawn McGowan 
Michael McGuire 
Thomas McNeil 
Bruce Melchert 
Gary Mendell 
Ray Mercer 
Monica Middleton 
Michael Millman 
Andy Miloslavich 
Steve Mitra 
Raken Modi 
David Moffly 
Kathy Moody 
Harold & Elizabeth 
 Moore 
Harold Morgan 
Neal Mueller 
Michael Mugel 
Mark Mundel 
Terry Murphy 
Lucy Nash 
Leslie Nazzaro 
Kennard Neal 
Chris Neely 
Craig & Doria Nelson 
Jackie Ney & Dave 
 Merkey 
Rebecca Noble 
Michael Noronha 
Patrick Ogilvie 
Michael Osborn 
Brent & Bill Overfelt 
Paul Padia 
Michael Page 
Ernest Palmarella 
Gay Lawrence Pang 
Steve Pelaez 
Ragan Phillips 
Roland Phillips 

Ryan Prentice 
Kelly Purcell 
Samuel Putnam 
Cary Quattrocchi 
Henning Rader 
Ashok Ramani 
Stuart & Susan  
 Recknagel 
Jim Regitz 
Reid Root 
Owen Reidy 
Amy Remington 
Gery Richter 
Michael Riley 
MFS Rippy 
Robert Rizzotti 
Heidi Rodale 
Raymond Ross 
Gene & Iris Rotberg 
Jeff Ruetz 
Robert Ruffin 
Bernard Rupe 
John Rustum 
Alexander Rutkowski 
John & Perrin Rutter 
Jane Ryan 
Betty Lou Sanders 
Ethan Schmidt 
Michael Schmidt 
Ed Schollenberger 
David Schurer 
Dennis Schwary 
Michael Scott 
Timothy Scully 
Matthews Selig 
Tan Thuan Seng 
Audrey Serel 
Debra Shearer 
Donna Sheehan 
Michael Sheehan 
Edith Shields 
Scott Sinder 
Jessica Sites 
J M Skirving 
Thomas & Anne Smet 
Brian Smith 
Daniel Smith 
Richard Lee Smith 
Robert & Jennifer Snell 
Victoria Sofro 
Jennifer Solarsh 
Jose Spiwak 
David Steinbruck 

Lisa Steindel 
Stephen Stevens 
Joanne Stewart 
Lynne Stewart 
Bill Stoehr 
Julie Stone 
Nancy Stone 
Charlotte Strobl 
Mercedes Suarez 
Dean Sundquist 
Joel Surnow 
Jeff Swenson 
Paul Takesian 
Erin Tanenbaum 
Ragesh Tangri 
Bernard Taylor 
Frankin William Taylot 
Mike Tegge 
Jerry Tepe 
Josh Thigpen 
Koni Thompson  
 Houston 
Victor Thu 
Michael Tighe 
Gordana Tomasevic 
Mike Torchia 
John Travisano 
Charlotte Tueckmantel 
Don Urban 
Gary Urban 
Lorraine Uribe 
Robert Urquhart 
Carol Valentine 
Jim Van Dine 
Robert Van Nest 
Robert Vandor 
Karen Varholak 
Thomas Wagner 
Michael Weimar 
Ellen Weintraub 
Gregory Wells 
Rob Whitmire 
Andri Wiese 
Darlene Wilhelm 
Suzanne Williams 
Courtenay Wilson 
Sean Wittmer 
Carolyn Yang 
Skip Yowell 
Edward Zigo 
Bruce Zimmerman 

BCM is fortunate to have a large base of individual supporters who identify with our mission.  Thanks to all of you for 
supporting our program and the teens who benefit from it.  The following individuals generously donated at least $250 to BCM 
between October 2005 through September 2006.  
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Alpine Education Foundation 
Bonita Springs Community Foundation 
California Community Foundation Endowment 
The Guardsmen 
Hoeft Family Foundation 
JP Morgan Chase Foundation 

Jewish Community Foundation 
Lowell Berry Foundation 
Motorola Foundation 
McClean Family Foundation 
Oakland Athletics Community Fund 
Prajna Foundation 

The Grant Family Fund 
The J.P. Morgan Chase Foundation 
United Way 
US Bankcorp Foundation 
Y & H Soda Foundation 

BCM is grateful for the very critical foundation funding in 2006 that allowed us to expand our program. 

Foundation Support 

702 Communications 
Adventure 16 Aloha Classic Inc. 
Alston & Bird, LLP 
Any Mountain 
Axis Enterprises LLC 
Bank of America 
Bank America Foundation 
Bartlett Investments 
BNI Miami 
Cbeyond Communications 
Coated Steel Corp 
Creekside Middle School 
Daryl Warden Equipment Rental 

David Consulting Group 
DSD Business Systems 
East K's Enterprise 
Henderson & Maxwell, PA 
High Gear USA 
JA Apparel Corp. 
JanSport 
Keen Footwear 
Kobold Watch Co 
Lastar 
Lolo Peak Development 
Low Country Barbecue, Inc. 
Massey’s 

MCO Computer Supplies, Inc. 
Mid Atlantic College Stores, Inc. 
Mountain Hardware 
National Molding Corp. 
New Global Telecom, Inc. 
New West Dental Ceramics, Inc. 
North Bergen PBA 18 
PeopleNet Communications 
REI 
Ryan Companies US, Inc. 
Shasta Mountain Guides 
Sierra Designs 
Sovick Design/Builders 

Sport Chalet 
Sub Zero Constructors, Inc. 
Thomas Produce Co. 
Timberland 
Travel Country Outdoors 
UBI Marketing Associates, LLC 
UBuildIt Mason 
W. L. Gore & Associates 
Westmont M. Imports 
Westside Auto 

Corporate Contributors 
Thanks to our corporate leaders for providing much-needed monetary contributions to BCM during the 2006 fiscal year.  . Below 
are corporate donations valued at $1000 or more.   

Alaska Backcountry Adventures 
Alpine Aire Foods 
Any Mountain 
Arcadia Mountain Guides 
Ascent Advising 
Atomic 
Atwater Carey 
Backbone Media 
Backpacker 
Backpacker Magazine 
Best Life 
Bicycling 
Big Agnes 
Black Diamond 
Camelbak 
Camping Life 
Cascade Designs 
Clif Bar 
Cloudveil 
Colorado Mountain School 
Ed Viesturs 
EMS Climbing School 
Epic 
Eureka 
Extrasport 

Exum Mountain Guides 
Geartrends 
Go Trek & Expeditions 
Gregory Mountain Products 
High Gear USA 
Honey Stinger 
Ibex 
Jackson Hole Mountain Guides 
Jansport 
Jetboil 
Katadyn 
Keen 
Kelty 
Elise & Jim Kern, Jr. 
Lara Bar 
LaSportiva 
Leki 
Mammut 
Marmot 
Men's Health Magazine 
Al & Patsy Merritt 
Mountain Hardwear 
Mountain Safety Research 
Mountaineers Books 
National Geographic Adventure 

National Geographic Maps 
Nature’s Path 
Nite Ize 
North Cascade Heli-Skiing 
Northern Mountain Supply 
Nova Craft 
Old Town Canoe 
On Top Mountaineering 
Optic Nerve 
Osprey Packs 
Outdoor Divas 
Outdoor Industry Association 
Outdoor Research 
Outdoor Retailer 
Outward Bound 
Pacific Crest Snowcats 
Petzl 
Polartec 
Princeton Tec 
Protech 
Rainier Mountaineering Inc. 
Red Ledge 
REI 
Ruby Mountain Helicopter Skiing 
Runner's World 

Rutabaga 
San Juan Ski Company 
Sea To Summit 
Shasta Mountain Guides 
Sierra Mountaineering International 
Silverton Mountain 
Skiing Magazine 
SNEWS 
Solstice 
Telluride Helitrax 
Teva Mountain Games 
The North Face 
Thorlos 
Timberland 
Travel Country Outdoors 
Urban Climber Magazine 
W. L. Gore & Associates 
Warren Miller Entertainment 
Wenonah 
Whole Foods 
Women's Health Magazine 
Z-Lane Graphics 

Thanks to these people and companies listed below who provided gear, expertise, and other product that allowed BCM to deliver 
the most cost-effective and comprehensive program for at-risk teens. Below are in-kind donations valued at $1000 or more. 

In-Kind Support 
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Done reading the newsletter? Please pass it along to someone you think might be interested in our program!  

Phone:  303-271-9200 
Fax:  303-271-9201 
E-mail:  info@bigcitymountaineers.org 
Web:  www.bigcitymountaineers.org 
  
Colorado Address 
820 Spyderco Way 
Golden, CO 80403 
 
California Address 
21772 Tanglewood Drive 
Castro Valley, CA 94546 

Big City Mountaineers, Inc is a 501(c)(3) tax exempt corporation, Federal ID 65-0200163 
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Summit Team Sponsors 

BCM Wish List 

BCM relies heavily on the equipment donated from 
our outstanding sponsors. While we have an excellent 
base of equipment to help our program run smoothly, 
there are always more items needed to continue 
improving the quality of the BCM experience. Please 
look over the following list and let us know if you can   
help BCM with any of these items. 

Program Needs 
2-person tents 

Polycarbonate water bottles 
Rain pants 

Rain jackets 
Fleece jackets 
Sleeping pads 

Gloves 
 
 
 

Organizational Needs 
Office desks 
Office chairs 

Conference table 
Filing cabinets 
Shelving units 
White boards 

Pickup truck in San Francisco Bay Area 
12-passenger vans 


